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REPORT. 


APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE YEAR 


For Support of town’s poor, 
‘* town officers, 
‘* support of schools, 
** school books and supplies, 
‘* repairs of school-houses, 
‘* interest, 
‘¢ highways and eee 
‘** decorating soldier’s graves, 
‘¢ water supply, 
‘* hose house, 
‘* extension of Chartnht Serger? 
‘¢ street from Pond to Cottage street, 
‘* street from Billing to Main street, 
‘+ water closet in town house, 
** state tax, 
‘* county tax, 
‘* overlayings, 





VALUATION OF THE TOWN. 








Personal Estate, $211,235 00 
Real Estate, 892,292 00 
No of Polls 384 at $2 00 each, $ 768 00 
Tax on Personal estate 2,534 82 
Tax on real estate, 10,707 50 


1887, 


$1,400 
1,000 
2,800 
250 
350 
700 
2,000 
50 
1,000 
900 
75 
320 
525 
250 
1,440 
651 
298 





40 
92 


$14,010 32 


$1,103,527 00 


$14,010.32 


4 
Rate $12.00 on $1,000. 


No. of Horses, 
‘6 6 Cows, 
se ¢¢ Swine, 
‘6 « neat Cattle Bite than Cowes 
*¢ “¢ Dwelling Houses, 
s¢ ¢¢ ''ax-payers, 
«¢ ¢¢ Property tax-payers, 
‘6 ‘Poll tax only, 


ASSETS. 


226 
263 

41 

64 
337 © 
692 
524 
168 


Property of the town not considered available for transfer in 


paying debts. 

Almshouse Establishment, (land and buildings, ) 
Inventory at Almshouse, > : 
Centre School-house and land, 


East 73 6 73 
West 73 73 6 
North 66 66 66 
South “ ee 


School property and text-books, 
Public Library, 

School Trust Funds, 

Road scraper and screens, 

Hay scales, 

Hearse, 

Town House, 

Yire apparatus, 

Hose House, 


$3,500 00 
1,148 21 
4,000 00 
1,650 00 
2,000 00 

950 00 
900 00 
550 00 
2,000 00 
4,910 00 
150 00 
250 00 
425 00 

. 12,006 00 
800 00 
900 00 


. 36,133 21 
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ORDERS DRAWN ON THE TOWN TREASURER FOR 
STATE AID PAYMENTS, FOR THE YEAR ENDING 
Dec. 31, 1887. 


(Re-imbursed by the State.) 


Paid Alice M. Drake, aa eas , . $48 00 
‘¢ Charles A. Dunakin, } ; 36 00 
‘¢ Eliza C. Fairbanks, ‘ : i . 4800 
** John W. Godfrey, . : 48 00 
‘+ Emeline Hardy, - : i . 48 00 
‘* H. Rebecca Johnson, ; ; ; 24 00 
‘¢ Ellen B. yohnson, : P ; i . 48 00 
‘* Caroline S. Harwood, ; : ' . 48 00 
‘* Henry Peach, : : : : oo eke UG 
*¢ Ellen C. O’Neil, : : : 36 00 
** John Parks, j ; ? l ; e400 

$426 00 


MILITARY AID. 


Paid Reuben F. Johnson, : : : ; $72 00 


SNOW BILLS. 


Paid John H. Brooks, : ‘ ; : $5 33 
‘¢ Edwin P. Davis, _. } : ; ; 8 33 
‘¢ A. Alden Carpenter, . ; : : 22 40 
‘¢ Warren M. Holmes, ; : : ; 10 15 
‘¢ Timothy O’Leary, : ‘ } 11 33 
‘¢ Frank P. Eberle, . : ; : : 16 44 
‘* C. Elbert Howard, ; : : , si £80) 
‘+ Lewis Genter, ; ; : : ; 1 20 
‘¢ George Genter, : ; Pn beh 


‘+ John Genter, ‘ ; : ; ; 1 05 


Paid C. T. Deeg, F ; : . ° 90 
‘“¢ Charles A. Willett, f : ; ; 5 25 
‘¢ Horace F. Drake, ‘ : ; - mes Boe 
‘* Tra Johnson, f : ‘ ; : 1 65 
‘+ Frank D. Gaffney, ; ‘ : : . 10 50 
‘+ John C. Deeg, : : k ; ; 60 
‘s Benj. Gannett, : ; ; Lee 
‘¢ Fred H. Baker, , : ‘ : 3 00 
‘¢ George Richards, : : y P so ae Bar 
‘¢ Kisrom Morse, . : : : : 1 95 
OTE. euGuuerse.. > ; ; : ; ‘eAae 
‘¢ John P. Crowe, : ‘ ‘ ; ; 6 50 

CREP ED 90 Fat $131 38 


HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES. 


Section No. 3, E. J. Futter, Deputy Surveyor. 


Paid A. Ackerly, self, $2 85 
‘6K. Burns, Fe 7 35 
«¢ W. Shimnick, ‘ 6 00 
‘¢ PD. Flanigan, ‘* 1 80 
‘saad. Biro. P* 6 45 
*¢ F, Murry, ‘ 9 00 
‘* EK. J. Fuller, self and team, 26 35 
‘- T. Maguire, 32 loads gravel, 3 20 
‘¢ James McManus, 54 loads gravel, 5 40 


—_— $68 40 


Section No. 4, A. ALDEN CARPENTER, Deputy SURVEYOR. 


Paid T. J. Billings, self, men and team, $20 25 
‘* H. O. Wentworth, 5 55 
‘¢ EK. Smith, 3 00 
‘¢ Joseph Hewins, 3 45 
*¢ A, Alden Carpenter, 64 50 
‘¢ Samuel N. Snow, 2 00 


ea $98 75 
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Section No. 5, Georee Ricwarps, Deputy SURVEYOR. 


Paid Alonzo Moore, self, $10 50 
‘* Charles Hersom, self, 7 50 
‘¢ Mr. Cole, a 750 
SOR EMT HEY Pee 1 50 
‘¢ George Richards, self and team, 27 00 
‘¢ T. J. Billings, tena tts 8 00 


$62 00 





SrcTION No. 6, JoHN P. Crowk, Deputy SURVEYOR. 


Paid W. C. Myrick, man and team, $9 00 
‘¢ Timothy O’Leary, self, 9 00 
‘¢ John O’Leary, self, boy and team, 12 00 
‘¢ §. A. Stone, man and team, 3 50 
‘+ Nr. Smith, self, 3 00 
‘* A. A. Carpenter, self, 1 50 
SeAured Hewing, > .°" 1 50 
‘¢ Joseph Bell, ef 13 50 
‘¢ B. Crocker, * 4 37 
‘* H. A. Myrick, self and team, 15 00 
‘* John Hanlon, self, 3 C0 
‘© Otis Tolman, ‘‘ 75 
‘¢ James Weeman, 10 50 
‘* John W. Crowe, self and team, 25 00 
eeONTs Dea TOWE..) aoe 8s) «ist 26 00 
‘* Warren Cobb, 100 loads gravel, 5 00 


RPGS $142 62 


Section No. 7, Frank D. Garrney, Deputy SURVEYOR. 


Paid Thomas Collins, self, $20 25 
‘¢ F. D. Gaffney, self and team, 56 25 
‘* DP. Flanigan, self, a20 
‘« H. O. Wentworth, self, ae 
‘+ David Cody, self, 1 50 
‘¢ Frank Murry, °° 4 50 


‘* A. Frank Johnson, self, 7 50 


Paid Otis Tolman, self, 


Ce 


Joseph Holmes, self, 


$108 70 


Section No. 8, StrrtpMAN DuNAKIN, DEPUTY SURVEYOR. 


Paid Samuel Leonard, self, 


6s 


66 


be 


46 


66 


66 


a6 


6s 


66 


ee 


ts 


Daniel Flanigan, *‘ 
Ambrose V. Peach, self, 


Edward G. Cobb, svlf, boy and team, 


David Coville, self, 

Stillman Dunakin, self and team, 
EdwiniPyabavis, 4)**,% 66 
A. Frank Johnson, self, 
William McLane, +: 

Jerry Ryan. self, 

Howell Cobb, self, 

Samuel N. Snow, self, 


$ 75 
11 10 
18 75 
15 78 
35 02 
96 14 





$228 54 


Section No. 8 1-2, Lewis O’Leary, Deputy SURVEYOR. 


Paid Lewis O’Leary, self and team, 


George'O'Leary, ** ‘* §& 
Thomas O’Leary, self, 
Andrew Meehan, ‘* 

Daniel McNair, sh 
Bartholomew Leary, self, 
Christian Deeg, self, 

Charles T. Devg, ** 

Michael Finn,  ‘* 

John Doyle, self, 

Ira Johnson, ‘* 

Alonzo Joselyn, Dynamite, 
S. A. Stone, 85 loads gravel, 
B. Gannett, 46 ‘* 64 
B. Gannett, man and team, 
Edwin P. Davis, self and team, 


$79 18 
15 00 
36 60 
19 35 

6 00 
8 85 
2 25 
2 25 
1 50 
3 00 
6 00 

15 
4 25. 
2 30 
3 40 
2 93 


$193 01 
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Section No. 9, Oris E. Harwoop, Deputy SuRVEYOR. 


Paid Edmund Smith, self, 


A. A. Carpenter, self, 

Otis E. Harwood, * 

A. L. Harwood, 

T. J. Billings, self, men and team, 


Geo. Genter, self and team, 
Ate Vian rede Sho 8 Fol POs 


Benj. Reynolds, self, 

Fred Drake, self, 

H. A. Myrick, self and team, 
Wm. C. Myrick, self and team, 
John Sullivan, 6 te 


SecTion No. 10, Epwin P. Davis, 


A. Frank Johnson, self, 
Hugh McLane, 4s 

A. V. Peach, af 
Walter Bailey, - 

W. R. Snow, self, 

W. C. Morse, ‘* | 

T. J. Billings, self, men and team, 
E. P. Davis, self and team, 
A. L. Felt, self, 

H. M. Lesuer, self, 

S. D. Hitchcock, self, 

J. E. Johnson, Ae 

F. H. Holbrook, ‘* 


$11 25 
315 
£1 00 
9 00 
42 70 


15 00 
10 80 


3 00 
8 25 
3 00 
6 00 
7 20 





$140 35 


Deputy SURVEYOR. 


$9 00 
5 25 
6 75 

16 35 

75 
75 

13 00 

58 80 
2 25 
1 50 

75 
1 50 
1 50 


$118 15 


Section No. 11, Franoers A. Bracketr, Deputy Surveyor. 


Paid 
es 
46 


ee 


E. W. Brackett, self, 

B. Drake, self, 

Nz. Cobb, it** 

F. A. Brackett, self and team, 


~ $19 06. 


75 
3 53 


37 20 
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Paid F. A. Brackett, 130 loads gravel, 3 90 
toe Ah ta ee Posts and Rails, 2 2 50 
— $66 94 





Srecrion No. 12, Esrom Morsr, Derrutry Surveyor. 


Paid F. P. Eberle, self and team, $12 00° 
‘¢ Spencer Richards, self and team, 12 75 
‘¢ Esrom Morse, te kree oF 42 00 
‘« KE. L. Morse, hae A ay 6 75 
‘¢ EK. Drake, Va holy 3 3 00 
‘¢ W. M. Holmes, team, 2 20 
‘¢ T. Amlong, self, . 9 00 
‘¢ H. J. Eberle, self, 4 50 
‘6 J. Moyle, Jr., ‘‘ 10 50 
‘¢ J. Hartig, ie 5 25 
‘« B. D. Capen, gravel, 1 00 
“< -Hsrom Wlorse,. ‘* 5 00 
‘* John Moyle, covering stone, 1 50 





— $115 45 
Section 138 & 14, ABiyan TispaLte, Deputy SuRvVEyoR. 


Paid Abijah Tisdale, self, men and team, $49 60 
‘¢ Abijah W. Tisdale, self, men and team, 18 00 





Section 15, Warren M. Hotmes, Deputy Surveyor. 


Paid Willard G. Estey, self, $13 50 
‘+ Warren M. Holmes, self and team, 58 35 
bite oie diate ‘¢ 60 loads gravel, 4 20 


—— $71 05 
Section 16, C. Erperr Howarp, Deputy Surveyor. 


Paid George Huston, self and team, $10 50 
‘¢ Horace F. Drake, self and team, 11 40 
‘¢ C. Elbert Howard, ** ‘#:: # 26 60 
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Paid A. D. Wilber, self, 7 50 
‘© W. Wilber, a‘ 4 50 
‘¢ Fred A. Drake, ‘ 1 50 
‘¢ T. Amlong, ie 6 00 
dese Lrartigs: (8 6 00 
‘¢ Geo. Wilber, ‘° 2 25 
‘<< Otis Titus, Be 6 00 


Section 17, C. A. Witietr, Deputy Surveyor. 


Paid T. J. Billings, self, men and team, $ 1 80 
‘+ W. D. Glover, self, 1 73 
‘“¢ C. Beals, 4, yap Ay) 
bee EAS AM HIPC ise 21 63 
‘« F. D. Gaffney, self and team, 4 50 





Section 18, C. A. Wittetr, Deputy SURVEYOR. 


Paid T. J. Billings, self, men and team, $38 64 
‘¢ Lucy Clarke, team, 2 25 
Ee vat ‘¢ 622 loads gravel, 44 
‘¢ Mary Billings, 107 loads gravel, 2 14 
“ C. A. Willett, self, 27 68 
‘¢ C. Beals, sf 2 25 
sé W. D. Glover, °° 2 03 





Section 19, Frep H. Baker, Deputy Surveyor. 


Paid Fred H. Baker, self and team, $22 65 
‘¢ Alvin Sumner, self, 15 00 
‘+ Mr. Glover, Sy 4 50 
‘¢ James Brooks, * 2 25 
‘¢ C. Wilber, * - $8 60 


$82 25 


$31 91 


$48 00 
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Section 20, Joun H. Brooks, Deputy Surveyor. 


Paid Frank Walton, self, $ 1 05 
‘+ John H. Brooks, self, 23 63 
‘¢ James W. Brooks, self, 15 60 
‘* 'T. J. Billings, self, man and team, 20 25 
‘¢ Warren Johnson, self and team, 11 bax 
‘¢ James Johnson, sharpening picks, 60 


SEecTION 21, Frep H. Baker, Deputy SuRVEYOR. 


Paid Fred H. Baker, self and team, $38 70 
*¢ J. Abbott, self, 6 75 
$6) De DIOORE, Nise 8 25 
£6 0. WV 1LGeT. bo 7 95 
OW. Wilber; ** ; 3 00 





Extras oN HIGHWAYS. 





Paid J. A. Lewis, for Maple Trees, $87 49 
‘¢ Freight, 7 59 
‘¢ C. T. Derry, for use of derrick at bridge 

near Mann’s Mill, 11 25 
‘+ L. W. Morse, for bridge stone, 2 50 
‘* Samuel Paul, for Drain Pipe, 39 50 
‘s Kinsley Iron & Machine Co., for Iron 
Posts, 18 13 
‘* Repairs on Scraper. 3 50 
SIDEWALKS. 


Paid Timothy O’Leary, labor on Main St., $11 00 
‘+ John Sullivan, tetas) ON a 19 00 
‘¢ John Moyle, stone for Depot St., 3 00 
‘¢ Jacob J. Geissler, labor on Depot St., 1 40 


‘¢ Benj. Gannett, labor and team on Depot 
Street, 36 50 
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** Tra Johnson, labor on Depot street, 12 75 

‘¢ Stillman Dunakin, labor on Station St., 37 70 

** John Sullivan, Aye kes - es 4 00 
GurIpDE-BoaRDs. 

Paid Charles E. Hall, for painting boards, $15 80 

‘¢ D. Webster Pettee, for nails, 1 56 


New STREETS. 


Paid Edward G. Cobb, for building exten- 


sion Chestnut St., $32 00 
‘* Timothy O’Leary, for building street 

from Pond to Cottage St., 170 00 
‘¢ T. J. Billings, for building street 

from Billings to Main St., 210 00 
‘¢ Joseph E. Johnson, for land taken on 

Pond St., 20 00 
** Ksrom Morse, for plans and surveys, 15 00 


$125 45 


$15 36 


$447 00 


The land damage of D. W. Pettee on the new street from Bil- 


lings to Main St., has not as yet been settled. 


FIRE DEPARTMENT. 


Artuur D. Cotsurn, Chief Engineer, 
Watter H. DELANO, Ist Ass’t Engineer, 
C. Augustus Hrxson, Clerk. 


Paid A. D. Colburn, cash paid for Sundries, 
‘¢ H. Frank Leonard, repairs on Hook & Ladder Truck, 
** ©. F. Bryant, balance on Hook & Ladder Truck, 
‘+ Wim. P. Malloy, clerk, cash for members Hose No 1, 
‘* C. A. Hixson, cash for members Hose No. 2 
and Hook & Ladder Truck, 
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Paid D. Webster Pettee, for goods, 8-75 
_** Edmund Smith, one year’s service, 2 00 
$105 10 


SSnneeeeeeetieeal 


HOSE HOUSE. 


Paid H. A. Tamblyn, plans, etc., : . $8 00 





** Geo. H. Tucker, for building, . ; ; 887 00 
$895 00 

WATER. 
Paid Sharon Water Co., one year’s supply, : $1,100 00 





MASSAPOAG POND SUIT. 
Paid Percy M. Blake, services as Civil Engineer, $72 25 





REPAIRS OF TOWN HOUSE AND GROUNDS. 


Paid E. F. Scanlon, for Water Closet, $235 OU 
‘© Cyrus Carpenter & Co., Furnace, grate and bar, 10 00 

‘¢ Setting out trees on Town House grounds, 1 25 

‘© H. A. Boyden, balance for painting Town House, 50 00 

‘¢ H. M. Lesuer, labor on grounds, ; 3 61 

‘¢ Otis Tolman, ‘* ‘* +6 3 00 
‘¢ For building Cesspool, 21 98 
$324 84 





TOWN HOUSE EXPENSES. 


Paid John W. Godfrey, services as janitor, 12 months, $85 02 
‘¢ Stephen O. Webster, Coal, 40 85 
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Paid H. Frank Leonard, Coal, 


sé 


4 


46 


D. Webster Pettee, Goods, 
Walworth Manf’g Co., Gasoline, 
Benj. Gannett, Wood, 


CREDIT. 


Received for use of Hall, 


Balance, 


es 


MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSES. 


Paid Earl & Prew’s Express, 


ce 


sé 


+6 


+e 


J. W. Godfrey, printing Burial nermngtst 
Cy 6 Fs ‘+ Birth returns, 
Widow Eliza Richards, re-imbursed on tax of 1886, 


24 00 
3 01 
18 72 
4 00 


oe 


$175 60 


$75 50 





— 


$100 10 


$2 65 
1 50 
1 75 
4 23 


Hannah Adams, Executrix, re-imbursed on taxes 


overpaid by Sarah Littlefield, 
Sharon Advocate, printing Tuwn Reports, . 


< “ ts ‘¢.. Warrants, 
* J. W. Godfrey, printing Almshouse permits, 
3 Be * ‘s wic Fish . 
sear ES ES ** —- Town Hall Receipts, 


G. W. Southworth, printing Assessors’ Notices, 


Boston Herald, advertising for Town Farm Supt., 


Fairbanks, Brown & Co., Repairs of Town Scales, 

Geo. H. Hixon, Cash paid out on Sundry Bills, 

C. F. Bryant, Treas. G. A. R., 

James N. Davis, care of Town Clock, 

William R. Snow, Stock and labor on Town Scales, 

Charles S. Curtis, Services looking after Town 
Bounds in Fowl Meadows, 
tichard Johnson, Burial permits, 

Joel P. Hewins, Cash paid Physicians for renin of 
Births, : 


28 50 
72 00 
4 50 
2 25 
5 00 
- 50 
1 00 
1 00 
4 30 
14 75 
50 00 
21 00 
» 23 


2 00 
3 25 


7 50 
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Paid Joel P. Hewins, Cash paid for Postage, Stationery 


and Express, 3 50 
** Geo. Woodman & Co., Faucet for fountain, 2 00 
$238 41 
TOWN OFFICERS. 
Paid Benj. Gannett, services as Selectmen, “Assessor, 
Overseer of Poor and Highway Surveyor, $147 00 
‘© Geo. H. Hixon, services as Selectman, Assessor, 
Overseer of Poor and Highway Surveyor, ' 246 52 
‘¢ Silas A. Stone, services as Selectman, Assessor, 
Overseer of Poor and Highway Surveyor, 170 00 
*¢ Geo. F. Gay. Collector of Taxes, 1886, 84 85 © 
‘¢ William C. Myrick, Registrar of Voters, 6 00 
‘© Geo. H. Whittemore, *‘ $F pu hinds 6 00 
‘¢ Solomon Talbot, Gs UC erine BS 6 00 
‘© H. Frank Leonard, Constable, 35 00 
‘¢ John M. Bullard, services as Auditor, 8 00 
*ArthursD. Colbam 7: .*$7') 4 J 2 00 
*¢ C, Augustus Hixson, ‘* ‘¢ ee 2 00 
‘¢ Joel P. Hewins, services as Town Treasurer, 125 00 
sé 66 66 66 66 66 of Clerk, 25 00 
4 Bebe i fake xs os ‘* Registrar of Voters, 6 00 
Sy ‘¢ for recording Marriages, Births and 
Deaths, 23 20 
‘¢ Geo. H. Hixon, Sealer of Weights and Measures, 10 00 
‘© Edward G. Cobb, Special Police, July 4th, 5th and 
6th, 5 00 
‘¢ Stillman Dunakin, ‘ 6 OS epi EE Re 
6th, 5 00 
<c Timothy O’ Leary, 66 6 +6 6s bess Gh 
6th, 5 00 
‘ John W. Leary, be ‘6 sé as 6 8G 
6th, 5 00 
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Paid H. Frank Leonard, Special Police, July 4th, 5th 


and 6th, 


5 00 


$922 57 





REPORT OF OVERSEERS OF POOR FOR THE YEAR END- 


Paid John Smithwick, M. D., for professional services 


6 


one year, 
‘¢ §. Warren Bullard, Supt., six months’ salary, 
D. H. Whittier, bie 
H. Frank Leonard, Blacksmith and Wheelright 
work, 
David Hamn, labor, haying, 
Henry 73 66 6 


ING DEC. 31st, 1887. 


ALMSHOUSE PAYMENTS. 


Stillman Dunakin, self and horse, . 
Lewis N. Holmes, Horse, 11 days, 
For Superphosphate, , 
‘¢ Seed, oats and potatoes, 
D. Webster Pettee, Supplies, 


Long Bros., cs 
Geo. F. Gay, a 
W. W. Partridge, Ba 
W. W. Brooks, aS 
Geo. H. Hixon, “s 


S. A. Stone, Blacksmith eee : 
J. McIntosh, Repairing boots and shoes for Fis 
mates, 


$ 30 00 
100 00 
115 00 


6 95 
14 00 
14 00 

3 00 
16 50 
35 00 
Reet 

139 29 
170 29 
18 05 
26 72 
14 38 
29 90 
12 10 


210 


— 


$764 38 
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CREDITS. 


By boarding and lodging 182 tramps, . $36 40 
Cash in hands of Superintendent Jan. 1, 88, 24 24 


eee $60 64 
$703 74 
Total cost of board and clothes for inmates 159 weeks, $4 42 1-2 | 
per week. 
FXPENSE AT TOWN FARM FOR STOCK, &c. 

Paid S. Warren Bullard, for Horse, 3 . $75 00 
APA re 24 ‘© Creamery, ‘ ; 25 00 
‘* Cash difference between Cows, y : 25 00 
‘¢ ©. 8. Harper, for repairing, : ‘ 26 00 
ree ee *¢  ** varnishing and rengthapite axles 

to the Hearse, : ‘ : ‘ 27 50 
$178 50 


ASSISTANCE TO PERSONS OUT OF ALMSHOUSS. 


Paid hospital bill of Isabella Field, ; . . $177 81 
4 33 sock OK We DPgonrnson, : 653 03 
‘* D. W. Pettee, goods delivered C. A. Danstine ; 6 85 
‘- F. H. Frye, agent, houserent, ‘* ‘ ae : 42 00 
‘¢ S. O. Webster, coal, es 66 a ? 4 24 
‘¢ Geo. O'Leary, milk delivered Mrs. Cyrus Fish, 4 10 
‘¢ Byam Bros. coal for Mrs. J. D. Talbot, . ‘ 23 00 
‘¢ Edwin Wentworth, house rent, 20 months, Mrs. 

J. D. Talbot, 120 00 
‘¢ Robinson Bros., goods, for Mrs. J. D. Talbot, 6 48 
-*- Nathan A. Cobb, milk, ‘* ‘° és $s 19 08 
‘¢ Lewis O’Leary, wood, ‘+ ‘* é “6 3 00 


‘* §. O. Webster, coal, for Mrs. Martin Conoly, 13 22 
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Paid C. T. Derry, house rent, 13 months, Mrs. Martin 





Conoly, . 65 00 
‘¢ Billings Hewett, coffin for Carrie Whitney, 12 00 
ae i o. «+ Edward Greenleaf, 12 00 
‘¢ Wm. C. Myrick, expenses in the Isabella Field 
case, 4 40 
‘+ Mrs. Hampton, for care of Eva Torrey, 39 weeks, 78 00 
*¢ Long Bros., goods, delivered Eva Torrey, 14 60 
Spies? 2 ty s Imma Torrey, 3 10 
** Town of Foxborough, aid to Albert E. Fuller, 3 00 
ty Sea AC ‘© ¢* Walter Johnson. 5 00 
‘¢ Dr. R. F. Eaton, Medical attendance for Alzada 
E Fuller, 9 50 
‘¢ Town of Rehoboth, aid to Elbridge Fuller and 
family, 10 00 
‘+ Mrs. Annie Temple. board for Mrs. Samuel H. 
Drake and family, 5 1-2 weeks, 15 00 
‘¢ H. F. Leonard, coal, for Mrs. Samuel H. Drake 
and family, | 7 50 
Cash paid Mrs. 8. H. Drake, 14 00 
$1,325 91 


(Re-imbursed by Foxborough for Simons child, (5.25) 


LIABILITIES OF THE TOWN OF SHARON, JAN. 1, 1888. 


Trustees of Sharon Friends’ School Fund, $2,360 00 
*¢ —** Dorchester and Surplus Reve- 


nue Fund, 2,550 00 
*¢ of Public Library, 
bequest of Russell Drake, 300 00 
‘¢ of Public Library, 
bequest of Eliza G. Perkins, 500-00 


———— $5,710 00 
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Notes Dur To 





Calvin Turner, . I ’ $1,000 00 
Emeline Hardy, . ' 400 00 
Estate of Maria Bullard, . 100 00 
Johu Welch, ; ; ‘ : 280 00 
B. D. Capen, ; <i SMe . 8,400 00 
Aimee J. Howard, : s : 400 00 
George F. Howard, . ; , . 400 00 
B. S. Leonard, ; : : 1,400 00 
Joel P. Hewins, ; ; : . 800 00 
Margaret J. Tolman, : : : 100 00 
Harriet O. Ballou, . : . 10000 
———- $8,380 00 
Due ‘Town Officers, : : . 4 : 750 00 
Total liabilities, 3 ; ; : ; $14,840 00 
4 
AVAILABLE ASSETS JAN. Ist, 1888. 
Cash in Treasury, : : ; . $4,675 20 
Uncollected Taxes of 1887, : oe ‘ 4,069 32 
Due for State Aid payments, . ; ; 462 00 
Total Assets, ’ ; : $9,206 52 


‘own debt over available asse ey : . $5,633 48 


The Selectmen, Assessors and Overseers of the Poor beg leave 
to make the above report for the year ending Dec. 31st, 1887. 

In the report, the cost per head of the inmates in the almshouse 
has been larger this year than usual. There have been fewer 
weeks of board for inmat:s the past year than for quite a number 
of years. Some weeks there were but two children inmates 
There are at the present time three children and one aged man. 
As to the cost this year we show you how the extra expense was 
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incurred, as follows. More money has been expended this year for 
seed and fertilizers for the farm than usual and we think that the 
farm is in better condition and better stocked than it has been for 
years. The inventory of the almshouse for the year euding Dec. 
31st, 1886, was $779.33; for the year ending Dec. 31st, 1887, 
$1,148.21, showing a gain of $368.88 which if credited to account 
of almshouse would materially reduce the cost per week, as fol- 
lows: $368.88 increase, 159 week’s board of inmates, making 
$2.32 cost per head less. The cost of Poor outside of Almshouse 
has increased the past year owing to the bill of the Taunton Luna- 
tic Hospital for board and clothing for E. W. D. Johnson. Said 
bill was allowed by us toremain unpaid for some time as we expec- 
ted funds from the estate of Mrs. L. Drake, she having bequeathed 
a sum for that purpose, which, however, as yet, we have failed to. 
receive. 

Our report shows the town debt to be reduced $2,055.48 from 
last year. ‘Taking into consideration the building of a Hose House, 
three roads, water closets, etc., in Town House, we think that the 
extra tax has made a good showing. 


BENJ. GANNETT, ASSESSORS AND 


GEO. H. HIXON, SeELECTMEN, 
SILAS A. STONE. ) OversErERS oF Poor. 


REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE SHARON FRIENDS’ 
SCHOOL FUND. 


The amount of the fund is $2,360.09, andthe Trustees hold a 
note of the Town Treasurer for that amount. The interest for the 
year ending Dec. 31st, 1887, ($141.60) has been received and paid 
to the Town Treasurer for the support of schools. 

D. W. PETTEE, For THE ieee 

Sharon, Feb. 4th, 1888. 
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REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF DORCHESTER AND SUR- 
PLUS REVENUE FUND. 


Amount of fund in our hands $2,550.00 in a town note at 6 per 
cent. Received as interest on the above upto Jan. Ist, 1888, 
$153. 00 and paid to the Town Treasurer. 

C. D. HIXON,) Trustes. 

Sharon, Feb. 4th, 1888. 


REPORT OF THE TREASURER OF SHARON FOR THE 
YEAR ENDING DEC. 31st, 1887. 


Dr. 
To balance in the Treasury Jan. Ist, 1887, $3,892 37 
Received from Taxes of 1886, : : + |) eek 
CEO SAR AREN'T ; 9,289 60 
‘¢ Int. from Sharon Friends’ School Fund, f 141 60 


s¢ 6 Dorchester and Surplus Revenue Fund, 143 00 
‘+ from County Treas. for Dog Licenses for year 


1886, 267 90 
‘+ from Income from State School Fund, : 165 24 
*¢ Balance of Corporation Tax, , 288 19 
‘6 Use of Town Llall, , jl : j 75 50 
‘+ Proceeds from Town Farm, ; . 20 60 
‘© for Shade Trees sold, ; ; ; 3 75 
‘» Use of Hay Scales, . ; , 18 52 
‘¢ of Adm’s fune:al Expenses Walter H. Dace 12 90 
** Auction Lic nses, : : : 4 00 
‘s+ Re-imbursement on bill for Ton Posts, ; 5 71 
‘s Borrowed of Sharon Pub. Lib. bequest of 
Eliza G. Perkins, 500 00 
‘+ from Corporation ‘lax, : ¥: ; . 2,158 01 
6 ‘¢ National Bank Tax, ; ; : 967 45 
‘s State Aid, : : ; , . 830 00 


‘¢ Borrowed Money, ; ; i . 4,000 00 





$24,607 34 
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Cr. 
Paid on orders of Selectmen, . : : $9,349 48 
— #6 66 66 6’ SChool Committee, . ; 4,041 39 
‘* Interest to Sharon Friends’ School Fund, : 141 60 
z, ‘* Dorchester & Surplus Revenue Fund, 153 00 
&§ ‘¢ other Notes, : : ; . 470 42 
‘* for Insurance, 67 83 
‘* Treasurer Pub. Library Erseaede fen Doe ox, .267 90 
‘¢ State Treas. for Apothecary license, : 50 
‘¢ State Tax, - ‘ , : : 1,440 00 
*¢ Borrowed Money, . : 4,000 00 
Balance in the Treas. Jan. ist, 1888, : : 4,675 20 





$24,607 34 


JOEL P. HEWINS, Treasurer. 


COLLECTOR'S REPORT. 


Dexter Packard, Dr. 








To amount of Taxes committed for collection, : $14,010 32 
Cr. 

Sept. 26th, ’87. 
Paid County Tax, : $ 651 40 
—). F. Hewins,: reas... . Ae, : : 9.289 60 
$9,941 00 
Balance unpaid Jan. 1st, ’88, : 4,069 32 
$14,010 32 


DEXTER PACKARD, Convector. 
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AUDITOR'S REPORT. 


We hereby certify that we have examined the accounts of the 
Town Treasurer, Selectmen, School Committee and Trustees of 
Public Library, and find them correctly cast and agreeing with 
the corresponding vouchers. We recommend to the authorities to 
pay no bills before being receipted and properly dated and item- 
iZed. 


HENRY A. BOYDEN, 
G. F. HOWARD. 
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Bebe 


REGISTERED IN SHARON IN 1887. 





DATE 
Feb. 14, 
ve l 8 ; 


87 
87 
87 


oF 


"87 
87 
“87 
87 


et | 


"87 


at 
°87| 
‘87| 


"87 
87 


*87| 
*87| 


87 


87 | 
. 87 


Ra 


°87| 








NAME OF CHILD. 


Berty N. 


Thomas, 
Frank E.. 
Howard D., 
David, 
Charles F. 


Frederick [., 


Ada A., 
Arthur L., 
Bertha M., 
Ellen, 
Henry L., 
Ernest W., 
Charles A., 
Gilbert H., 
Maria A., 
Margret M., 
Edward A., 
Morgan T., 
Roland H., 
Walter J.. 
Mary E., 





NAME OF PARENTS. 





M | Peter and Nellie J. Fernberg. 


M | Neil and Katharine MeLean. 

M | Charles H. and Abbie L. Wilbur. 
M | Fred H. and Ellen E. Baker. 

M | John and Mary Keefe. 

M | Patrick and Maria Mansfield. 

M | VO. Frank and Theresa Beale. 

F | Samuel and Nellie B. Drake. 

M | Arthur B. and Zilpha R>yce. 

F | Edward G. and Emma E. Cobb. 
F | Thomas and Ellen P. Regan. 

M | Henry M. and Amelia H. Pollard. 


_M | Cassius M. and Mary V. Gay. 


M | George H. and Elsie Whittemore. 
M | George EK. and Lizzie D. Inman. 

F | George and Martha H. Burkett. 

F | John E. and Mary E. Gibbins. 

M | Frank and Alice Murry. 

M | William W. and Mary L. Brooks. 

M | Walter H. and Gertrude H. Delano. 
M | Frank H. and Mary F. Frye. 
F | Charles A. and Bridget M. Bradley. 








JOEL P. HEWINS, Town CuERK. 
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MVE Ar Ee Eee AGS antes 


RECORDED IN SHARON IN 1887. 


a 


Jan. 20th, 1887, Frank J. Stoyle of Sharonand Alice S. Smith of 
Canton. 

Jan. 20th, 1887, Thomas P. Maguire of Sharon and Annie J. 
Kenelly of Boston. 

March 30th, 1887, Edgar F. Drake of Sharon and Eliza J. W. 
Berry of Stoughton. 

June 15th, 1887, George Kempton of Sharon and Eliza J. Adams 
of Sharon. 

July 3rd, 1887, Walter H. Watson of Arlington and Nellie F. 
Gannett of Sharon. 

Dec. 17th, 1887, John H. McMillen of Sharon and Mary A. Kane 
of Sharon. 

Dec. 26th, 1887, Charles A. Bradley of Orange, N. J.. and Brid- 
get M. Finn of Sharon. 

Dec. 29th, 1887, Gordon P. Nelson of Sharon and Georgiana G. 
Derry of Sharon. 

Jan. 3rd, 1888, Lindsley H. Shepard of Sharon and Grace R. 
Whitaker of North Adams. 


JOEL P. HEWINS, Town Oterk. 


i 
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DEATHS 


REGSITERED IN SHARON IN 1887. 






































DATE. NAME. ¥YRS.'MOS.| DYS.| DISEASE 
OR CAUSE OF DEATH. 
Jan. 10 Hannah Humphrus 76 | 4 14 |General Debility. 
‘« 29 |Harriot G. Hixson 77 | 10 | 22 |Apoplexy. 
Feb. 8 Mary A. Wyeth (aU Pneumonia. 
Mar. 8 Rebecca B. Murdock 73 | 10 | 22 |Pneumonia. 
‘¢ 25 |David Keefe Debility 
** 31 Samuel Underwood 1 11 | 24 |Debility. 
Apr. 11 Edith Colman 1 3 Croup. 
‘* 15\Margret Gibbins 65 Gastric Enteritis 
‘© 25 John E. Abbott 84 22 \Old Age. 
May 2 /Maria Bullard 86 Paralysis and Old Age. 
‘¢ 9 |Charles S. Murray 32 | 9 Brights Disease. 
‘¢ 26 |George O. Brine 49 | 11 Tubercular Laryngitis. 
June 1|Myra L. Bryant 4 | 6 Meningitis. 
‘« 9 |Maria Anne Z. S. Thare 7 | 3 |Marasmus. 
‘* 10 |Mary E. Drake 60 | 4 11 |Blood Poison. 
ee LT Wilbur 2 
July 1j|John Parks 78 | 3 | 12 |\Dropsy Brights Desease 
‘¢ 20 |Horace O. Weld perdi 25 |Digease not Reported. 
Aug. 10 |Annie Hopkins | 5 General Debility. 
‘« 10 |Winiferd Murphy 31 Cholera Morbus. 





‘* 11 \|Gertrude M. Kenney 


5 28 |Cholera Infantum. 
‘* 11 |Henry L. Pollard 3 Consumptionof Blood 
Sept. 8 |Maud E. Prue 1 | 1 | 25: |Cholera Infantum. 
** 14 |Abigail G. Stevens | 69 | 4 Dropsy 
‘* 29 |Charles H. Tenney | 32 | 5 | 29 |Phthisis. 
Dec. 5 |Nancy B. Thayer | 59 | 3 | 2 |Pneumonia. 
*¢ 18 |Ariel P. Chute | 78 | 7 | 2 |Pneumonia. 


JOEL P. HEWINS, Town CLERK. 
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TOY THE ERUS TERS 


OF 


SHARON PUBLIC LIBRARY. 


An extended report at this time may be considered unnecessary , 
hence a brief statement in regard to the number and condition of 
books now owned and properly entered as belonging to the Li- 
brary, together with the number loaned, with some suggestions for 
the future, is all that is needful to say at present. 

W hole uumber of books Jan. 1, 1888, 2,743; number added by 
purchase in 1887 nearly 300; number loaned, 5,627; with 4 r gu- 
lar magazines, Harper’s, Century, Atlantic Monthly and St. Nich- 
olas. If less books are purchased, other additions of Reviews 
and Magazines made would more fully meet the wants of a larger 
share of readers than are now accommodated. 

There are many wants yet unsupplied ; chief of these is a reclas- 
sification of the books ‘and a complete plain, practical catalogue, 
and this should receive an early and earnest attention, for as the 
matter now exists no Library can subserve the wants of its patrons 
so long as deficiencies of such a nature remain uncancelled, and 
in furtherance of this object would not the town be more than 
compensated if they, at the annual meeting in March, appropriate 
the sum of $100 for that purpose? 


GEO. M. COOLIDGE, Lrsrarian. 


Treasurer, Cor. Sec. 








Dr. 
Balance on hand, Jan. Ist, 1887, 7 : : $32 70 
Cash received, : d ‘ : : 343 49 
$376 19 

Cr. 
Paid by Treas. as per Receipts, . : : $374 03 
Cash on hand, : . ’ : : . 216 
. $376 19 


REPORT OF THE FISH COMMITTEE FOR THE YEAR 
1887. 


Sharon Mass., Feb. Ist, 1888. 

Your committee respectfully submit the following report of their 
doings for the year 1887. 

The number of Permits issued to residents, 105. Number is- 
sued to non-residents, 189. The price for said Permits was re- 
duced from .50 to .30 for each permit. ‘The town has derived 
a revenue from this source of $56.70, an increase over any pre- 
ceding year, showing that this was a. move in the right direction 
financially, at the same time being more satisfactory to holders of 
Permits. 

Your committee have reason to believe that there has been a 
considerable amount of illegal fishing during the past season. 
This was to be expected, and as we believe, under existing cir- 
cumstances, could not have been prevented. The want of means 
to make the police arrangements more effective accounts in a 
measure for this state of things, to which may be added the fact 
that a sufficient amount of interest outside of the committee to as- 
sist them in maintaining the law was not apparent. 
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Much credit is due to the Chairman of your committee for his 
efforts in endeavoring to suppress illegal acts of this description. 
Appended will be found the report of the Treasurer of your . 
committee. 


THomas Decatur, Chairman, 
R. WARREN JONES, Sec’y, 

C. F. Bryant, Treas., 

W.R. Snow, 
Tuomas N. Prue. 


TREASURER’S KEPORT. 


Whole number of permits issued to non resi- 
dents during the season of 1886, was 27, 





at .50 each, $13 50 
Expenses incurred during the season, 1°35 

Leaving a balance of $12 15 
Whole number of permits issued during the 

season of 1887 was 189, at .30 $56 70 
Expenses incurred during the season, | 13 27 

Leaving a balance of $43 43 





This added to the balance for 1886, makes 
total balance for the two seasons ’86 
& °87 of $55 58 
Which amount has been paid to the Town Treasurer, and his re- 
ceipt taken for the same. 


C. F. BRYANT, TREASURER. 
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 


NORFOLK ss. 
To H. Frank Leonarp, Constable of the Town of Sharon, 
GREETING : 

In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, you are 
hereby directed to notify and warn the inhabitants of the Town of 
SHARON, qualified to vote in town affairs, to meet in the Town 
Hall in said Sharon, on Monday, the fifth day of March next, at 
ten o'clock, a. M., then and there to act on the following articles : 

Art. 1. To choose a Moderator tu preside in said meeting. 

Art. 2. To hear the reports of the Selectmen and of the Treas- 
urer, also the reports of the several committees and Trustees of 
the town, and act thereon. 

Art 3. To choose all necessary Town Officers for the ensuing 
year 

Art. 4. To choose School Committee, two for three years. 

Art. 5. To choose such Trustees and Committees as may be 
required for the ensuing year. 

Art. 6. To make appropriations of money for the current ex- 
penses of the town, for town officers, for the support of the town’s 
poor, for the support of schools, for the repair of Highways and 
Bridges, for paying the town debt for State and County taxes and 
for all other necessary sums of money for the ensuing year. 

Art. 7. Tosee in what manner the town will raise the money 
to meet he several appropriations made by the town. 

Art. 8. To see what action the town will take in relation to 
discount or interest in the collection of taxes. 

Art. 9. To see if the town will put out the collection of taxes 
to the lowest bidder, or act in any way relating thereto. 

Art. 10. To see how and by whom the Highway money shall be 
divided and laid out the current year. 

Art. 11. To see if the town will accept the list of Jurors as pre- 
pared and posted by the Selectmen. 

Art. 12. To see if the town will authorize the Town Treasurer 


to borrow money in anticipation of the collection of taxes, or act 
in any way relating thereto. 

Art. 13. To see if the town will vote to give the collector of 
taxes the same p> wer for the c llection of taxes the Town Treas- 
urer has when he is collector. 

Art. 14. For voters to bring in their ballots, ‘*Yes” or ‘*No” on 
the question, ‘-Shall licenses be granted for the sale of intoxicat- 
ing liquors in this town?’ 

Art 15. To see if the tow. will vote a stu of money for Deco- 
ration Diy, to aid in d -corating soldiers’ graves 

Art. 16. To see if the town will resend the vote passed April 
Ist, 1878, authorizing the school committ:e to appoint 2 Superin- 
tendent of Schools. 

Art. 17. To see if the town will vote to pav the expense of 
kee ing the Town Clock in running order, or act in any way re- 
latins thereto. 

Art. 18. ‘To see if the town will vote to pay the members of the 
Fir: Department tvo dollars p-r year each for their services. 

Art. 19. ‘To see if the town will vot: to purchase the franchise ' 
and property of the Sharon Water Co., or act anything relating 
thereto. 

Art. 20. ‘Lo see if the town will accept of the plan and altera- 
tions made by the S lectmen on the new road from Billings to 
Main St., also to adjust the laid damage of D. W. Pettee on sad 
line of road, or act in any way relating thereto. 

Art. 21. To see if the town will authorize the Selectmen to pur- 
chase a hose carriage and a sufficient amount of fire hose to make 
the hydrants on the new extension of water pipes more available, 
and appropriat: money for the same. 

Art. 22. To see if the town will reorganize the Board of Trus- 
tees of the Public Library, so that it shall consist of six persons, 
to hold office for a term of three years, two members of said board 
to be elected annually: providaid that at the first election two mem- 
bers shall b2 elected for a terin of three years, two for a term of 
tw.» years and two for a term of one year. 

Art. 23. To see what action the town will take to provide suita- 
ble places for the confiiement, discipline and instruc.ton of hahit- 
ual truants and others, as required by Section 10, Chupter 48 of 
the Public Statutes, and what o:her action the town will tise to 
satisfy the requirements of the provisions of law, co stained in 
suid section, and to see whether th: town will require the County 
Co nmissioners of the County of Norfolk, tu establixh a truant 
school or truant schools in this County, or to unite in establishing 
a truaut school in this County or in some other County contiguous 
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to this County, in accordance with the provisions contained in 

Sec. 14, Chap. 48 of the Public Statutes and the act amendatory 

thereof. 

And you are directed to serve this Warrant by posting attested 
copies thereof, one at each of the public meeting-houses in the 
centre, and one at the Post-office in said town, seven days at least 
before the time for holding the said meeting. 

Hereof fail not and make due return of this Warrant with your 
doings thereon to the Town Clerk at the time and place of meet- 
ing aforesaid. 

Given under our hands this twenty-fourth day of February, A. 
D., 1888. 


BENJAMIN GANNETT, OF 


GEORGE H. HIXON, be 
SILAS A. STONE. SHARON. 


A true copy,—Attest: 


H. Frank Leonarp, Constable of Sharon. 
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OF THE 


LOWN OF SHARON, 


FOR THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 341, 1887. 


MEMBERS OF COMMITTEE: 


JOHN SMITHWICK, C. ELBERT HOWARD, 


HENRY L. NARAMORE, LORING M. MONK, 
JOHN M. BULLARD, ALBERT L. FELT. 
SUPERINTENDENT, 
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REPORT. 


The School Committee respectfully submit their annual report: 

The town, at its annual meeting, March 7, 1887, re-elected the 
two members of the board whose terms expired at that date, and 
made choice of Mr. C. Elbert Howard to fill the vacancy occasion- 
ed by the resignation of Mr. Gerber, who had served very accept- 
ably as a member of the board the previous year. 

The committee assembled for organization early in March. 
John M. Bullard was elected chairman and Loring M. Monk, 
secretary and treasurer. The question of supervision was de- 
ferred until a special meeting on May 21st, when the whole subject 
was thoroughly discussed. The committee then voted to employ 
a superintendent, and reelected Mr. George H. Danforth to fill the 
position, employing him in connection with the town of Walpole, 
and upon the same terms as last year. 

We have been enabled to retain the services of a majority of the 
teachers emploved last year. At the High School, Mr. S. W. 
Billings has been continued in charge. No additions were made 
to its numbers at the commencement of the school year in Sep- 
tember, the committee deciding it to be advisable that the schol- 
ars of the advanced classes in the common schools should remain 
in them another year. Av excellent class of five in number grad- 
uated at the close of the spring term. 

Mrs. May E. Brown of Foxboro was engaged as teacher of the 
Grammar School at the commencement of the spring term, and has 
been retained during the year. 
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Miss Mary E. Richards was appointed as teacher of the West 
School, but after serving one week, resigned to accept a position 
in a neighboring town, Miss May L. Felt of our town, and a grad 
uate of the Rhode Island Normal School, being elected as her suc- 
cessor. 

Miss Clara P. Morse was re-appointed as teacher of the North 
School, but soon after the commencement of the fall term was 
compelled to relinquish it in consequence of a severe illness. Miss 
Abbie C. Billings was appointed as substitute, remaining with the 
school until the recess at Christmas week. 

Misses Grace L. Harlow, Aimee J. Howard and Margaret A. 
Hanlon have remained with the Primary, South and East schools. 

We believe that all our teachers have been much interested in 
their work and have labored faithfully and earnestly for the ad- 
vancement of their pupils. Could their efforts be supplemented by 
a desire on the part of parents and friends to assist them by every 
means in their power, and especially to endeavor to secure a more 
regular attendance than is now observed upon the part of some, it 
would be greatly to the benefit of ali our schools. The appro- 
priation for repairs and improvements upon school buildings 
was mainly expended upon the Central building. A furnace for 
heating the building has been placed in the cellar and the house it- 
self thoroughly painted, outside and inside. The West school- 
house was also painted and such improvements and repairs as 
were absolutely necessary were made upon the other buildings. 
The roof of the Central building will require to be newly shingled 
the coming year. By the financial report appended it will be seen 
that we were obliged to excced our appropriation to some extent 
and are therefore compelled to ask for an appropriation of $300 for 
the coming year. 

But one change has been made in text books, Harper’s series of 
Geographies having been substituted for Warren’s. This change, 
the purchase of books of reference and the large quantity of 
supplies required has exhausted our appropriation and we shall 
need the same sum voted last year for this purpose, $250. 

Upon the appropriation for the support of schools we report a 
balance on hand slightly in excess of that ot last year, the liberal 
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increase by the town in this department last year enabling us to do 
so. We reccommend the appropriation of the same sum for the 
coming year, $2800. 

The report of the Superintendent will be found appended. Your 
committee have endeavored to second all his efforts in the direc- 
tion of the improvement and welfare of our schools, and trust 
those efforts have met your approbation. 


In behalf of the Committee, 
JOHN M. BULLARD, CHaneman. 


REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT. 


To THE ScHooLt COMMITTEE OF SHARON :— 

The second annual report of your Superintendent of Schools is’ 
respectfully submitted. 

In my work for the year I have aimed at the attainment of two - 
objects: first, the equipment of our schools with as many of the 
helps to good teaching as our means could supply; and, second, 
as helpful instruction of teachers in good methods and as careful 
direction of all school work, as is practicable under existing con- 
ditions. 

Results under the first head may be summed up briefly as fol- 
lows: every school in town is now supplied with the most approved 
materials for written work of all kinds, in quantities which enable 
the teachers to use all that is demanded for good work; the stock 
of proper rexding material has been increased until we now own 
and have in use afair equipment of readers of the first three grades, 
with a less complete supply of higher readers ; each school where 
United States history is taught now has five different reference his- 
tories besides some historical readers for use as supplementary 
readiug ; every school where geography is taught is supplied with 
a set of geographies different from the text-books in the hands 
of pupils; and books treating vf methods of teaching have been 
bought in limited quantity, for the use of teachers. 

For the attainment vf my second object: the outline in arith- 
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metic, mentioned in my last report, has been in active use; a 
similar outline has been made to guide the work in geography, 
planned to show the essentials of that study in their proper rela- 
tion and to prevent waste of time upon unimportant details ; much 
needed work in oral and written language has been mapped out, 
and teachers have been supplied with books and an outline to as- 
sist them to perform this work systematically and in proper order ; 
teachers’ meetings bave beenheld from time totime, in which these 
plans of work have been explained and discussed, and methods of 
teaching carefully considered ; the schcol hours of two days each 
week have been spent in the school rooms, advising, directing and 
assisting teachers, the outlines having heen prepared and all simi- 
lar work done outside the hours when the schools are in session. 


In considering the present condition and needs of our schools, 
it must be borne carefully in mind that we are now working, and 
from the nature of our circumstances must continue to work, ata 
grave disadvantage, as compared with more compact communities 
The best results of modern methods have been attained under a 
graded system which so divides the werk among teachers that no 
one is requircd to handle more than two: classes. The teacher is 
thus enabled to concentrate her study upon a much smaller field 
and thus acquires a much higher degree of skill inher special work 
than is possible when she has to spread her study over the whole 
range of Primary ard Grammar work. Were all the schools of our 
town united in one building we could care for the pupils at least 
twenty per cent. more cheaply while increasing the efficiency of 
our work in even larger ratio. Such a union is however impossi- 
ble, and reference to it here has but one practical value: it should 
help us to understand and appreciate the fact that we are laboring 
under grave disadvantages which must of necessity impair the ef- 
ficiency of our schools and make their improvement a much slower 
process than it would be under more favorable circumstances. 

Each of our ungraded schools is a problem in itself. Variable 
attendance, more classes than a teacher can teach to good advan 
tage, the need of spreading their study of subject matter, of meth- 
ods and devices, over a wide field, make a demand upon the time, 
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patience and endurance of our teachers which renders their position 
anything but an enviable one. Under the somewhat better condi- 
tions which obtain in the village schools where the work is divided — 
between two teachers, each still has more classes than it is deemed 
safe or wise to impose on one teacher in graded schools where the 
highest efficiency is expected and demanded. 

Such being our circumstances, what should be the policy of our 
management, that we may avoid to the greatest possible degree the 
faults and weakness which have characterized our work? After 
careful study of the facts as I find them, I offer the following plan 
for your consideration, as my best solution of the problem under 
existing conditions. 

I. Reduce the amount of work demanded of the ungraded schools 
and those of the village, below the High School, to such amount 
as they can do and do well. 

II. Unite the graduates of these schools in what is now the High 
School but change the scope of the work there, so that Grammar 
School studies shall be completed before any attempt is made to 
do what is distinctively High School work. 

III. Give to the studies properly belonging to a High School as 
much time as is left, taking care to select those which most thor- 
oughly supplement the lower work and which are most demanded 
in the every day affairs of life. 


This for a general statement. In putting the plan into practi- 
cal operation, it would be necessary to decide anew how far the 
work in each branch should be carried before pupils go forward to 
the High School. This must depend upon the power of the pupils. 
and in determining that, care should be taken not to confound ap- 
parent with real knowledge, a mistake often made. 


MATHEMATICS. 


We begin in the lowest Primary grades with the facts of num- 
ber. ‘The child is to discover these by the actual handling of num- 
bers of objects and fix the knowledge of them by the greatest possible 
repetition, with the objects until he can easily tury from them and 
state the facts, then with figures until the facts are his, past danger 
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of loss. Then come the ‘‘four processes” of written arithmetic, 
the meaning and relation of the figures used, to be taught objec- 
tively until the child knows for himself what he is handling and 
why he takes each step in a process. He is to proceed, not from 
rule to practice, but from practice to rule, the rule being his own 
best statement of the steps he has intelligently taken. Thus with 
whole numbers. With fractions the method is exactly the same. 
He is to learn the nature of the fraction and meaning of the terms 
Srom fractions of real things; discover the relation of any part to 
the whole and to other parts; to change any part to equivalent 
parts and to handle these parts by addition, subtraction, etc., just 
as intelligently and readily as he handles whole numbers. In 
common and decimal fractions he is tu recognize but different forms 
of expression for the same thing. and is to use the one or the other 
according to convenience. 

On a clear understanding of the work to this point depends all 
the future work of percentage. Hence the importance of a com- 
plete mastery of fractions. Not to insist upon such a knowledge 
as will enable the child to give a good reason for every step taken, 
upon a degree of skill which enables him to handle fractions with 
ease and rapidity, is to seriously cripple all his after work. All 
the relations of percentage are identical with those of fractional! 
numbers; the reasoning is identical; and percentage should be 
taught as fractions in a new dress, under new names. 

The applications of percent: ge to business—Business Arithme- 
tic—are next to be taken. The conditions of every transaction 
touched are to be clearly taught, and every business paper involved 
should be in the hands of the pupil, to be known by him and to be 
used just as he will be called upon to use it in every day transac- 
tions after he leaves school. A simple method of book-keeping is 
the natural supplement to this work, but it should be clearly under- 
stood that to learn simply the form of accounts, when the transac- 
tions referred to are not comprehended and the business papers 
involved cannot be made and used as in daily business, is a loss of 

-yuluable time and a direct «ncouragement to pupils to be content 
with apparent rather than real knowledge. 

From first to last, every fact and process is to be employed in 
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the solution of problems suited to the child’s power to grasp con- 
ditions and reason from them. It isin this practical application 
of their knowledge of numbers that children who have been to!d 
how to do (by rule) show greatest weakness. They cannot reason 
because they have not been trained to reason, and as a result they 
are helpless before difficulties which the reasoning pupil easily sur- 
mounts. In this problem-work should be taught all the practical 
use of common weights and measures; and the ready reckoning of 
cost of common purchases should be thoroughly mastered. ‘The 
power to mentally perform all operations with small numbers should 
be carefully cultivated, and complete accuracy attained by persis- 
tent drill. 

When this work has been well done and our pupils can show a 
reasonable degree of skill, they are really to go forward to alge- 
bra and geometry. But their knowledge of arithmetic must be 
real, their skill such as will stand a practical test. They may ap- 
pear to know much and yet have little real knowledge; much 
depends on the character of the test applied. But unless they are 
well grounded in arithmetic they are not prepared for higher mathe- 
matics, and we cannot safely send them to those studies. 


LANGUAGE. 


In like manner, the true order and method of presenting this 
subject may be briefly suggested. 

The child before he enters school has learned to talk and give 
more or less full expression to his thoughts, simply by imitation. 
He has associated words with things and learned the use of oral 
sentences. At this point we take him into school. Our task is to 
increase his power of oral expression and to teach him the written 
signs for the words he has already learned to use orally, with such 
others as he needs to know as his education advances; through 
our instruction in reading, writing, and spelling to train him to 
get thoughts expressed by others on the written or printed page, 
and to express his own thougbts in writing. No mother would 
think of teaching her child the nature of a word or the definition 
of u sentence before he had learned by imitation to use words and 
sentences which are in common use in his presence, which ena- 
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ble him to understand the thoughts expressed by others, and to 
give utterance to his own. As every child b:fore coming to school 
acquires by imitation the power of oral expression to a greater or 
less degree, so when he begins in school the study of this written 
language, which is as new to him as was oral language at his birth, 
there is very much to be learned by him exactly as he learned to 
talk, viz. by imitation. When he has learned this by the natural 
method of constant use with correct methods always before him, 
in other words when he can read understandingly and express his 
thoughts in correct oral and written form, then, and not till then, 
is he ready to study the science of language, grammar. In decid- 
ing where this last study shall begin we must be governed by our 
ability to get the preceding work done well. ‘The und»niable weak- 
ness of our older pupils in the Grammar and High Schools in free 
and correct written expression, must be due to some cause, and I} 
have little doubt that much of it may be traced to the lack of that 
thorough training in what we may term imitative language work, 
which all good authorities are agreed must precede the study of 
technical grammar, and which all past experience goes to show 
does not flow from the study of that subject by voung children. 

Having been given this thorough preparatory training, our chil- 
dren will be ready for the intelligent study of grammar, and thence 
the natural order of progress is through the elements of rhetoric 
to the study of the literature of our language. 


GEOGRAPHY. 


The time commonly given to geography in the most efficient 
graded schools is from four to five years. The study begins with 
lessons on position, direction, and distance, the knowledge gained 
by the child being used in making plans, (simple maps) of his sur- 
roundings, and leading to a proper understanding of the printed 
maps from which he is to gain so much of his geographical knowl- 
edge. He is led to observe and study the forms of land and 
water, which are close at hand, (knowledge of local geography is 
one product of this study) and then, with the aid of pictures, 
molded forms, and other objective means, is given through his im- 
agination as clear ideas as possible of these forms which lie beyond 
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his observation and experience. Knowledge thus gained is to be 
represented upon maps, and the power to read a map readily and 
accurately is to be carefully cultivated. Lessons on plants and 
abimals, with enough instruction on soil and climate to enable 
the child to understand their relation to vegetable aud animal life, 
should follow. Then come elementary globe lessons, which give 
as full a knowledge of the earth as a whole as the child needs for 
an intelligent study of the continents, which next claims his atten- 
tion. Each continent in turn is studied by a topical plan which 
groups the knowledge gained, under the great heads of position, 
shape, outline, size, surface, drainage, soil and climate, produc- 
tions, inhabitants, political divisions, etc.; by which means the 
ohild is spared the impossible task of retaining a mass of facts 
lacking order and coherence. Map drawing is to go hand in hand 
with all this study, as a means of expressing and fixing the knowl- 
edge gained. 

The outline previously referred to shows this plan of work in 
detail. To intelligently and successfully follow it requires a clear 
understanding of the subject-matter and of principles of teaching. 
‘The lack of such an orderly plan of work, and the failure to dis- 
tinguish between what facts are important and what trivial, has 
ied te a somewhat haphazard treatment of this subject in the past, 
and the results are seen in the very meagre knowledge possessed 
by the pupils in our upper classes. I do not feel that the children 
who are candidates for the High School are sufficiently well in- 
formed in this important branch of study, and if we are to give 
them the further knowledge which they need, they must get it 
after they go from the Grammar school. 


History. 


Time is usually given for the study of United States history, in 
the last two years of the Grammar school. The first object to be 
attained is to arouse an interest in the subject by historical stories 
which create a desire for more knowledge of the great men and 
events with which such stories deal. ‘Then may begin an orderly 
study, the knowledge gained being grouped about well arranged 
topics which bring great causes and effects into prominence and 
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explain the present condition of our country as the result of what 
has gone before. A year ago some of the most advanced pupils 
in our schools had covered the ground laid out in their text books, 
to the time of the Civil War; but measured by their ability to 
state the leading facts of our history and to connect these as cause 
and effect, their knowledge was altogether inadequate. This was 
due in large measure to lack of interest in the subject; to the ab- 
sence of such books as are necessary if a child is to be taught 
to consult and compare authorities, and from the information there 
gained to make his own story; to their failure to grasp the thought 
of the history which they did read; and to the lack of a clear top- 
ical arrangement of the subject-matter, so that the child should 
not lose the thread of the story and become confused by details. 

To correct this it was necessary to make a new beginning. 
Books were bought to supplement the text-book in use and awak- 
en an interest in the study. The ground was carefully laid out 
and topical study instituted. Children were asked to read around 
given topics, to make their own stories of each and to talk and 
write these stories. The result is seen in increased interest and 
knowledge, but it will hardly be possible for the class which is to 
enter the High School in September to do more than the first 
year’s work. If the pupils are to get the rest, it must be in that 
school. 

An intelligent knowledge of the bistory of our own country may 
well be followed by a study of English history and of Civil Goy- 
ernment, with such brief treatment of general history as time will 
permit. 


We are sometimes told that our schools to-day are much below 
their standard many years ago. I cannot compare results to-day 
with those of a generation since, for I know nothing of the condi- 
tion of our schools then. But I can assert positively and with 
truth that the work of preparation for the High School is distinct- 
ly better than it was a year ago. ‘Teachers are working earnestly 
and intelligently to improve upon methods and results, and they 
are receiving needed help from better materials furnished, from 
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plans of work laid ont for them, and from constant encouragement 
and direction. They are working more unitedly, sharing indi- 

iduat knowledge and plans of work with one another; and all are 
not only willing. but eager and able to still further improve in the 
coming year. ‘Chey deserve and should receive the hearty sympa- 
thy and encouragement of your board and this community. They 
are struggling under grave disadvantages, but it is to their credit 
that they are doing as good work as they are and are so loyally 
and earnestly bent on doing still better. 

While this is true, the fact remains that the pupils who must of 
necessity enter the High School in September are not prepared to 
enter upon the regular studies of a High School. ‘Those in the 
highest class of the village Grammar School can be retained there 
no longer, for their room is demanded by other pupils from below, 
who in turn must make room for the children who will begin school 
work in April and September. Evenif there was room, it would 
not be a wise division of the work of our teaching force to burden 
the Grammar School with an extra class when the High School 
will have abundant room for another. Were it possible to finish 
necessary work in arithmetic, language, geography and history be- 
fore these pupils go forward, Ishould certainly think it much wiser 
to do so, and leave our High School free to do High School work 
properly. But our choice, under existing conditions, must be made 
between assigning these branches to the coming year’s work in the 
High School, or, ignoring the absence of necessary knowledge of 
them, making the hopeless attempt to build good advanced work 
on a weak foundation. If the grade’ of our High School, as 
shown by a course of study, is thus lowered, it can be easily raised 
when circumstances justify it. Meantime we cannot afford to sac- 
rifice quality to quantity. 


I wish to call your attention to the effort successfully made to 
adorn and brighten the school-rooms throughout the town. The 
repairs upon the building in the village, and the change in the 
method of heating, have made it possible to muke the rooms there 
very bright and cheerful. ‘The teachers have been prompt to seize 
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upon the opportunity and their excellent work may be seen by any 
who will visit their rooms. The teachers in the outlying schools 
have done similar good service in making their school-rooms more 
attractive to the eye and should be given due credit for their ef- 
forts. Everything which contributes to make the school-room 
more cheerful and attractive should be carefully encouraged, for 
pleasant surroundings attract and cultivate pupils. Some of our 
schools are giving attention to singing as a means of cultivating 
love of school, and I know one case of chronic absence that has 
been nearly cured by the presence in the school-room of an organ, 
generously loaned by a citizen of the district. 3 


ATTENDANCE. 


The report of attendance, etc., will be found in its customary 
place at the end of this report. For convenience of reference the 
totals for 1886 also have been given. It will be seen that we have 
added seven to our total enrollment, eight to our average member- 
ship, and ten to the average daily attendance. The per cent. of 
daily attendance has been raised from ninety to ninety-one; the 
total number of tardinesses cut down two hundred fifty-five and 
the average number to each pupil in daily attendance reduced by 
two. Outside the High School the tardiness is less than fifty- 
three per cent. of what it was in 1886. An increase in that one 
school from four hundred forty-seven to seven hundred and one 
cases of tardiness shows a lamentable lack of promptness which 
calls for a more effective co-operation of teacher, parents and pu- 
pils to effect a much needed reform. While it is true that many 
of the pupils of that school come long distances, it is equally true 
that they are of an age when they may reasonably be expected to 
show more thoughtfulness and care in a matter of this kind than 
do younger children, and [ trust that another year will show that 
they are not content to be far behind the other schools in town in 
this important item. 


Hicgu ScHooL GRADUATION. 


A class of five pupils was graduated in June, leaving in the 
school the classes of ‘88 and "90. The names of the graduates, 
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‘with the program of exercises given in the Town Hall on the even- 
ing of Wednesday, June 29th, will be found appended to this re- 
port. 

It only remains for me to express my thanks to your board and 
to those citizens of the town with whom my duties have brought 
me in contact, for the courtesy and good will shown to me. 


G. H. DANFORTH. 
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1. From January to March the Grammar School was taught by Mary H. Jewett. From September to December 
The West School from January to April by Mary 
KE. Richards. 2. *Visits by Committee and Superintendnt not included. 


the North School was taught by A’ bie C. Billings as substitute. 


nS 


oe 


18 


SHARON HIGH SCHOOL. 
Class of 1887. 


GRADUATES. 
Lotrm: A. Brooks, ETHEL J. DUNAKIN, 
H. ALBERTA FELT, Ciirrorp E. Morse, 


*BERENICE M. Davis. 


PROGRAM. 


. Music, SHARON BAND. 
. SALUTATORY, ErHeEt J. DUNAKIN. 


Sone,—‘' The Boat Song.” 


. Recrration,—‘‘ Glorious New England,” Ciirrorp E. Morse. 
. Sone,—‘* Swinging ’Neath the Old Apple Tree,” 


H. ALBERTA FELT. 


. Essay,—''Charles Sumner,” Lorriz A. Brooks. 
. Music, ARION BANJO QUARTETTE. 
. Sone,—‘*Speed Away.” 

. Essay,—'‘‘Lincoln and Garfield,” Criirrorp E. Morse. 
. Sone,—‘* Bonnie Sweet Bessie,” Erxet J. Dunakin. 
. Criass History, Lorrie A. Brooks. 
. Music, ARION BANJO QUARTETTE- 
. Essay,—‘'* The Path Before Us,” Erne. J. DuNAKIN. 
. Sona,—‘‘ The Old Familiar Place,” 

. Essay, with VaLepicrory,—‘: The Barque in which We Sail,” 


H. ALBERTA FELT. 
AWARD OF DIPLOMAS. 
PrRAYER,—Rev. L. W. Frink. 


*Excused. 
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RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES 


OF THE 


SCHOOL COMMITTEE 


FOR THE YEAR ENDING DEC. 31st, 1887. 


Balance Jan. Ist, 1887, 
Received from Commonwealth School Batid! 


66 ‘¢ Surplus Revenue ‘ A 

46 ‘¢ Sharon Friends’ ‘‘ ah 

&6 ‘¢ Town Appropriation, 
EXPENDITURES. 


Paid Sanford Waters Billings, Teaching, 1 year, 


‘* Mary H. Jewett, ch 9 weeks, 
*¢ May E. Brown, Spee yt gum 
‘* Grace L. Harlow, aoa ty ey 
‘¢ Margaret A. Hanlon, ‘vn BOuae. 
‘¢ Mary E. Richards, SSL Oia 
*¢ Clara P. Morse, eae bP aNG 
‘¢ Aimee J. Howard, a real OCW Ace 
‘¢ Abbie C. Billings, Hy Sah 
‘¢ May L. Felt, eal ag Oe 


‘¢ G. H. Danforth, services as Superintendent, 
‘* Loring M. Monk, ‘¢ 666 S- Secretary, 
‘¢ Silas Davenport, care of Centre School-house, 


‘*¢ David Daler, eee at do ih 
‘¢ Charles E. Dorr, ‘* ‘* West ca 
‘¢ Albert D. Wilber, ‘‘ ‘* South C65 


$517 74 
165 24 
153 00 
141 60 

2.800 00 


————— 


$3,777 58 





$850 00 
81 00 
216 00 
324 00 
315 00 
80 00 
165 50 
288 00 
96 00 
216 00 
300 00 
25 00 
50 16 
17 50 
24 00 
3 75 


‘* R.G.Morse & G.O.Deeg, Care of South School-house, 5 00 


‘¢ Sadie H. Hamilton, Be Noren rt 


19 00 


20 


Paid Solomon Talbot, Fuel, 10 00 
‘¢ John Sullivan, Ee , 42 00 
‘¢ C. Elbert Howard, ‘* 42 00 
‘* H. Frank Leonard, Coal, 69 00 

$3,238 91 
Balance, Jan. Ist, 1888, $538 67 


TEXT BOOKS AND SCHOOL SUPPLIES. 








Balance Jan. 1st, 1887, ; ; : ; $1 95 
Appropriation, ; : ; ; ‘ . 250 00 
$251 95 
EXPENDITURES. 

Paid D. Appleton & Co., E ; y . $1 80 
‘¢ }oston Supply Co.,  . ; " : ee 

‘6 A.C. Stockin, 4 : : : ; 32 71 

‘s Chas. H. Whiting, : ‘ : : . AZ 46 

‘¢ Geo. S. Perry, : ; . : : 60 42 
‘¢ Harrison Hume, : ; { i LS Be 

‘¢ Porter & Coates, . ; ; } : 6 67 

‘¢ Interstate Pub. Co., . ; , : 15 26 

‘* Ginn & Co., ; : , : , 7 50 

‘sé E. H. Butler & Co., . § ; ; ; * 6 88 

‘¢ Van Antwerp, Bragg & Co., ‘ : : 11 75 

‘ J. H. Daniels, ; ; : , » 1275 

‘¢ Leach, Shewe!l & Sanborn, : 4 - 5 00 

‘¢ Clark & Maynard, : ; 3 ; . 11 46 

‘¢ Lee & Shepard, . ; ; ; : 11 67 

‘© A. J. Nichols, : : ; , ete aa 

‘ G. A. Danforth, . : : : 1 25 
$241 62 


Balance, Jan. Ist, 1888, $10 33 
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NCIDENTALS AND REPAIRS. 


Balance, Jan. 1st, 1887, 
Appropriation, 


EXPENDITURES. 


Paid D. W Pettee, Sundries, 


G. H. Tucker, Repairs East, 

G. M. Coolidge, Painting Centre and East, 
G. H. Danforth, Sundries, 

Loring M. Monk, ‘: 

Lewis N. Holmes, Express, 

Geo. S. Perry, 

E. B. Thorndike, 

John M. Bullard, Repairs Sanne. 
Albert L. Felt, Painting West, 

E. S. Scanlon, Repairs Ceutre, 

A. J. Nichols, ; 
H. A. Tamblyn, Repairs cae 
Ira Johnson bE East, 

S. M. Howes & Co., Furnace, 

J. J. Mahoney, Painting Centre, . 
H. A. Boyden & Son Painting East, 
John Smith, Repairs Centre, 

Bes ounston, — **) south, 

Edward P. Davis, Repairs Centre, 
Walker & Pratt Manf’g Co., Stove, . 
F. P. Eberle, Repairs East, 

Mrs. Collins, Cleaning West, 

Mrs. Jensen, ‘¢ South, 


Overdrawn Jan. Ist, 1888, 


$112 7d 
300 00 


$462 7d 





$561 73 
$98 98 
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